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this series form the greatest frequency of location. Nevi certainly 
predispose to the development of the condition. Metastasis is usually 
to the regional lymphatic glands. From an economical or practical 
stand-point melano-epitheliomata which arise in the skin have a high 
mortality. Melano-epitheliomata or melanosarcomata arising in the 
eye have much better prognosis than melano-epitheliomata arising in 
the skin. From a therapeutic stand-point the pathological history 
of melano-epithelioma clearly points to the necessity of an early diag¬ 
nosis and a radical removal of the primary lesion and regional lymph 
glands. From a prophylactic stand-point, pigmented areas of the skin, 
such as warts and nevi, should be removed when these are in locations 
which are or have been subjected to injury. 


A Contribution to the Etiology of Cancer of the Esophagus and 
Stomach. — Lerche ( Surg ., Gynec. and Obst., 1916, xxiii, 42), from an 
extensive study of the literature, found that cancer of the esophagus 
and stomach is peculiarly prevalent in the temperate climate zone. 
The relative frequency with which cicatricial strictures from swallowed 
corrosive fluids occur in the various parts of the esophagus increases 
from above downward—in other words, the widest parts of the esopha¬ 
gus—are the most frequent sites of such strictures, and for physiological 
reasons. The distribution of cancer in the esophagus corresponds to 
that of the cicatricial strictures from swallowed corrosive fluids, and in 
all probability for the same physiological reasons. Any part of the 
esophagus and stomach may be the starting-point of cancer with the 
exception of the pyloric sphincter, which rarely seems to be the primary 
focus. The organ immediately beyond, namely, the duodenum, is 
practically immune from cancer. The reason for the two latter phe¬ 
nomena is probably that the ingests do not reach the pyloric sphincter 
until they are properly modified. In view o f the foregoing conclusions, 
it seems logical to look to the ingesta of civilized man for the source 
of chronic irritation, which leads to malignant changes of the esophagus. 
The supposition that swallowed fluids after emanating from the cardia 
are directed along the “gastric gullet” to the prepyloric region is 
strongly supported by the fact that the cicatrices from smaller quantities 
of swallowed corrosive fluids are usually found along this path. 
Seventy-nine per cent, of cancer are found along this path—the cardia, 
the “gastric gullet,” and the prepyloric region. As cancer of the 
stomach follows the “ highway of the fluids, ” it seems logical to assume 
that ingested fluids in particular may be responsible. Alcohol and 
other irritating fluids probably play a part, but in the opinion of 
Lerche, “hot fluids” so universally taken throughout the temperate 
zone, in the form of coffee, tea, soups, etc., and giving rise to chronic 
initation, is the main predisposing cause of cancer of the esophagus 
and stomach. Cancer of the esophagus occurs less often in women 
than in men, because women drink more slowly and take smaller 
swallows, which pass quickly through, thus saving the esophagus, 
while the less resisting mucosa of the stomach, where the fluids come 
to a stop, is more equally exposed in both sexes. The fact, therefore, 
that the ratio of cancer of the esophagus in men and women is 3.5 to 1, 
while cancer of the stomach occurs with almost equal frequency in 
both sexes, points strongly to “hot fluids” as the important predispos- 
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ing cause. This is further substantiated by the results of a comparison 
between the cancer statistics and the habits of the people in the north 
and south of Europe, by the relative freedom from cancer of the esopha¬ 
gus and stomach enjoyed by the aborigines of hot climates and the 
extremely rare occurrence of cancer of the stomach in animals 


Rupture of Bladder Associated with Fracture of the Pelvis.— Quain 

(Surg., Gynec. and Obst., 1916, xxiii, 55) reports a case of this kind and 
collected 126 similar cases, from the literature of each of which he 
gives a brief abstract. In the majority of these cases it was found 
that a spicule of bone had perforated the bladder. Most lacerations 
thus caused were extraperitoneal and several were multiple. With 
the exception of the instances where a foreign body had entered the 
pelvis from without (gunshot, etc.) only four cases in which a lacerated 
bladder communicated with the outside have previously been described. 
With two or three exceptions the treatment has evidently been limited 
to the application of a bandage around the pelvis, after possibly some 
adjustment of the fragments. The treatment has often been compli¬ 
cated seriously by infection and necrosis of the bone. Of the 127 cases 
now reported, 34 “recovered,” a total mortality of 74 per cent. But 
of these were 83 cases, reported before 1890, with a mortality of 72, 
or 86.7 per cent. Of 44 cases since 1890, i. e., during the period of 
aseptic surgery, 23 lived—a mortality of less than 48 per cent. Since 
1905 the mortality has been reduced to 38 per cent. The total mor¬ 
tality in all varieties of ruptured bladder which have been treated 
surgically since 1900 is less than 25 per cent. This shows in figures 
the extreme gravity of the lesions under discussion, and indicates that 
fracture of the pelvis is the most serious complication of a ruptured 
bladder. In point of morbidity, Quain believes with Fuller that most 
patients with extraperitoneal rupture of the bladder are left seriously 
invalided for life. 


The Operative Treatment for the Disabilities and Deformities 
Following Anterior Poliomyelitis as Practised at the Hospital for 
Ruptured and Crippled during the Past Three years.— Wallace 
(Am. Jour. Orthop. Surg., 1916, xiv, 400) presents a tabulated study 
of 666 cases divided into eleven groups, with particular reference to the 
special condition and the treatment employed, and all of these into 
three classes with reference to the results obtained, the successful, the 
improved, and the failed. He says that nearly one-third of the opera¬ 
tions in the foregoing tables would have been unnecessary if the patients 
had received proper brace attention. The Soutter operations for con¬ 
tractures about the hip have been most beneficial. The transplantation 
of an active hamstring tendon, when both were normal, to the attach¬ 
ment of the paralyzed quadriceps extensor tendon has so improved 
the power about the knees that braces have been discarded. Arthro¬ 
deses operations for paralytic deformities in children have been of 
little value. The grooving of the tibialis anticus tendon into the 
anterior surface of the tibia and transplanting the extensor propius 
hallucis tendon to the calcaneoscaphoid ligament for equinovalgus 
deformity has been helpful. The most satisfactory operation for cal¬ 
caneus, calcaneovalgus, and dangle-foot deformity has been the typical 



